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NEWS

Public Safety: Storm Policy ‘Play by Ear’
By CASSANDRA 

GILBERT
Managing Editor

In December, The 
Equinox received a letter 
regarding the November 
snowstorm and one student’s 
story of struggle, including 
how he believed Public 
Safety had failed him and his 
fellow students. The Equinox 
sat down with University 
Director of Public Safety 
Dave Miles to discuss the 
weather response policies.

The policy prior to the 
severe snowstorm was, 
“Pretty much the campus 
closes at a certain time, 
everybody leaves, and the 
only people we have on 
campus [are] the students in 
the residence halls,” Miles 
said.

Public Safety realized 
after this snowstorm that 
this tactic was not sufficient, 
especially with a campus that 
is predominately commuters.

“What we will be doing is 
we’ll be keeping the Student 
Union Building open,” Miles 
said.

The reason for this, 
according to Miles, is that 
the SUB has heat, Wi-Fi 
connection, couches, and 
study space.

“We opened up the 
Student Union Building, but 
some students didn’t feel that 
was good enough because 
they couldn’t see the buses… 
And again, we have to put 
people in a location that has 
the facilities that they need, 
and that’s why we chose the 
Student Union Building. 
Because number one: it was 
the closest building to Becton 
Hall. We’re not going to leave 
them in Becton Hall because 
Becton Hall is a classroom 
building. There’s not 
comfortable chairs in there 
for people to sit, so that’s why 
we made the decision to do 
that,” Miles said. “Becton to 
the SUB is not a far walk.”

The SUB is offset from 
the street and, given icy, 
snowy, and windy conditions, 
can be viewed as a far 
walk, especially if, as Miles 
reiterated, people were not 
prepared. When asked if the 
sidewalks were salted and 
cleared of snow at 8 P.M. 
(the time of the incident at 
Becton), Miles could not 
confirm.

“You have to understand, 
crews coming here have to get 
here. It’s not where they’re 
standing here and waiting. 
But they started doing the 
work as soon as they got 
here,” Miles said.

He did, however, 
acknowledge that their own 
vehicles were unable to get 

through, forcing the Public 
Safety officers to abandon 
their vehicles and walk.

“I’ve got to say, it was 
wintertime, it was November, 
so you had a jacket on…And 
it wasn’t like we had a foot of 
snow . . . It was ice, and a lot 
of other things, yes,” he said. 

The two weeks leading 
up to the storm Nov. 15, 
however, temperatures 
ranged from 41 degrees to as 
high as 74. Even Miles said, 
“it was predicted, but nobody 
prepared for it.” Despite 
this acknowledgment, Miles 
continued to maintain 
that the SUB was the most 
reasonable place to send 
students.

Miles explained that 
the reason students weren’t 
allowed to remain in Becton 
was due to safety concerns.

“We just can’t have 
every building open, y’know, 
for safety reasons, because 
especially with weather, [we] 
may not be able to get there 
in the event of a problem,” 
Miles said.

When asked if they had 
considered opening the 
library due to the fact that it 
poses the same conveniences 
as the SUB, but is the building 
right next to Becton and also 
is in view of the bus stop that 
the students were concerned 
with seeing, Miles said they 
hadn’t. 

Earlier in the interview 
Miles had said, “Sure. Again, 
another area we can look at,” 
when the question of opening 
the library had come up, but 
after asking if they would 
have considered opening 
the library that night had 
students asked, Miles was 
reluctant to say yes.

“Possibly. Possibly. 
Y’know you have to 
understand, again, the 
library, the library is a big 
building. [If] we start putting 
students in there, we have 
to monitor where they’re 
going, so we would have to 
see at that time. Yes, there’s 
Internet in there, there’s 
couches in there, but it’s a 
different type of building. We 
can’t have people on three 
different levels. Student 
Union Building is kind of 
a student building and its 
combined lounge areas, but 
then other areas-are locked. 
We would’ve had to go in 
and start locking areas and 
closing areas off,” Miles 
said. “[W]ould we go to 
other buildings? Possibly…
that’s something that’s hard 
to predict until something 
happens.”

Overall, a consistent 
theme was that Public Safety 
will “play it by ear.”

“We don’t want a 
repeat of what happened 
last [semester]. We don’t 
want to take the criticism, 
we don’t want the students 
to feel inconvenienced, so 
[we] don’t want a repeat 
of that and if we’ve got to 
make adjustments, we make 
adjustments,” Miles said. 
“As far as them staying on 
campus…the university, 
through Residence 
Life, will try and make 
accommodations for them 
with a room. However, what 
you have to understand is 
that the university will not 
provide any kind of bedding 
or anything.”

Miles’ recommendation 
to students is that they leave 
campus more quickly.

“[S]ometimes common 
sense has to play into some of 
this also,” Miles said. “What 
we urge people to do… [if] 
you know the storm’s coming, 
y’know, leave a little earlier.”

This recommendation 
came in response to the 
student saying he was on 
campus until 8 P.M.  

“When we closed at 
three o’clock, it wasn’t until 
about eight o’clock that the 
student complained. So that’s 
a five-hour difference,” Miles 
said. “[T]he student was on 
campus and then decided to 
go to the radio station, and 
then from the radio station 
wanted to go at eight o’clock 
to Becton Hall, this is five 
hours after the storm has hit, 
why go at three o’clock when 
the storm is starting[?]”

The email to the FDU 
community that the campus 
was closed came in at 3:12 
P.M. The student reported 
that he was waiting for his 
bus, which never came, until 
3:30 P.M. before deciding 
to make his way to the radio 
station. After he got done 
with his show, he reportedly 
decided to wait in Becton 
since his bus still hadn’t 
arrived, so he could stay 
warm and still see the bus 
coming.

The student had reported 
in his letter that no buses 
showed up until this time 
that were in service and that 
Ubers were too expensive. 
The student had apparently 
complained about being 
kicked out, not about being 
stranded on campus.

“We’ll assess it but we’ll 
also help if need be, to check 
with New Jersey Transit, 
check with taxis, check with 

Uber, whatever anybody 
wants,” Miles said.

“Everybody has a right 
to write whatever they want 
and to make their complaints 
known,” Miles said. “Some of 
the things [dry clothes and 
driving students’ home] were 
kind of unreasonable, as far 
as I’m concerned. And again, 
the person that wrote the 
letter was not the only person 
that was inconvenienced.”

Miles explained that they 
could not provide dry clothes 
from the bookstore like the 
student requested because 
it is an outside company 
that they had no right to 
give out. He explained that 
they could not simply drive 
students’ home because then 
they’d “have nobody on the 
campus.”

The situation does 
demonstrate just how 
important it is for students 
to speak up. Miles said that it 
was only after he saw the letter 
that Public Safety decided to 
come up with a strategy to 
tackle these situations in the 
future. This talk did not come 
about after the incident itself, 
but rather as a direct result of 
the published letter.

“I just want to say that, 
for the student that wrote 
the letter, we don’t want this 
to happen, we tried to do 
the best that we could, and 
hopefully it won’t happen 
again,” Miles said.

To read the full letter 
sent in to the Equinox, please 
go to https://fduequinox.
wordpress.com 

Photograph by Patricia Ressell-Deras
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OPINION

Minimum Wage Increase Takes Effect for Garden State
    By CINDY 

(MYOJUNG) KIM
Layout, Design &
Production Editor

The Garden State’s 
minimum wage is set to 
rise to $15 by increasing $1 
annually from 2019 to 2024. 
Governor Phil Murphy has 
made a public announcement 
on Jan. 31 stating, “No one 
working a full-time job 
should ever live in poverty.” 

Murphy also mentioned 
that more than 1 million 
workers in New Jersey will be 
able to envision their place in 
the middle class once the bill 
is signed into law. 

New Jersey locals 
pay about 13.4 percent 

more for their basic life 
necessities than the average 
US population, making it 
the 5th most expensive state 
to live in. Therefore, such 
legislative change seems 
imperative and coherent 
for this state. However, the 
topic of unemployment has 
been brought up due to this 
minimum wage increase. 

The American Economic 
Review recently published 
a study that provides 
evidence that an increase 
in minimum wage reduces 
employment in the long run 
and has a negative effect on 
employment over a 10-year 
interval. Researchers found 
that 1 percent increase in 

wages leads to 0.3 percent 
to 1 percent decrease in the 
employment rate. 

In addition, the state’s 
unemployment rate 
dropped to 4.4 percent 
in May, according to 
preliminary estimates 
produced by the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. New 
Jersey’s unemployment 
rate reached a 10-year 
low, placing it well above 
the national average of 3.8 
percent. 

The threat of losing job 
opportunities in the Garden 
State has the attention of 
many low wage workers, 
whom will be most affected by 
the minimum wage increase. 

Small business owners will 
also be greatly impacted due 
to not being able to afford 
to employ ample number of 
employees. They may even 
have to lay off some of their 
current employees. 

Even though such statics 
are alarming to many, it 

doesn’t necessarily mean 
minimum wage increase 
is a bad policy. However, 
the statistics do depict that 
higher minimum wage has a 
cost, especially regarding the 
amount of job opportunities 
for lower skill workers. 

From the Editor’s Desk:
An Open Letter to the FDU Community

    
By MAYA PAGE

Editor-in-Chief

If I have learned one great 
thing so far in my life, it is that 
change is inevitable. Fighting 
that only hinders growth. 
It takes courage to walk out 
of a comfort zone into the 
unknown and embrace a new 
beginning.

As my senior year is 
quickly coming to an end and 
I am staring into the abyss 
of my future, the last thing I 
pictured was taking on the 
role of Editor-in-Chief of The 
Equinox. 

Due to unexpected 
circumstances, our editorial 
board was forced to make 
changes halfway through the 
2018-2019 school year. A few 
significant members of our 
staff have either graduated 
or due to unforeseen medical 
reasons, are not presently 
working on The Equinox. 

Together, with our 
advisor Professor Mo 
Krochmal, The Equinox made 
the decision to appoint me 
as the new Editor-in-Chief 
and Cassandra Gilbert as the 

Managing Editor. Honestly, it 
was not an easy choice for me 
to take.

For four years, I sat in The 
Equinox newsroom, learning 
from the exceptional editors 
that have held this position 
before me. I watched as 
they tackled tough decisions 
and made difficult calls. I 
witnessed The Equinox go 
through ups and downs, win 
many awards, and publish 
inspiring stories.

I will never forget the 
anxious feeling in my stomach 
when submitting my first few 
stories to my editors. At the 
time, that was my biggest 
fear. Now, the thought of 
being on the other side of 
the newsroom, standing up 
talking to the staff, instead 
of sitting in my corner, is my 
biggest fear. However, if I let 
fear run my life, I wouldn’t be 
where I am today. I would be 
nowhere. 

I have taken on this 
leadership responsibility 
because I believe in what 
The Equinox stands for. 
Especially in today’s 
society, where journalism is 
increasingly threatened and 

the act of free speech is being 
treated like a gift. I believe 
that the FDU community 
benefits from being this 
bridge of communication 
between students, staff, and 
administrators. What we do 
is important, not only for the 
campus, but for our staff, both 
current and in the future. 

Seeing my name 
published in the newspaper 
for the first time made me 
feel important and gave me a 
sense of belonging. Our staff 
is skilled in so many different 
and unique areas, and without 
The Equinox they would 
have no outlet to express 
their passions. We have 
talented graphic designers, 
cartoonists, photographers, 
reporters and writers who are 
gaining real-life experience 
vital for their future careers.

I know there will be 
challenges this semester, but 
I am determined to continue 
creating a space where all 
are welcome to voice their 
opinions, and to give a voice 
to those who don’t have one. 

To our current staff, thank 
you for working tirelessly to 
create content that matters. 

To all FDU students, The 
Equinox is here to listen to 
you and we encourage anyone 
interested to reach out to us 
and to get involved.

I am asking the FDU 
community to please 
support The Equinox and its 
endeavors. 

 

Photograph by Cindy Kim
Cassandra Gilbert, Managing Editor, and 

Maya Page, Editor-in-Chief

The Equinox wins first place for best website for news publi-
cation for universities with under 10,000 students.
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Could Netflix Have Unlimited Growth?
By SAMANTHA HART

Staff Writer

It’s no secret that Netflix 
has grown since its inception 
over two decades ago. The 
company began as a simple 
rental company for movies, 
similar to how Redbox is now. 

Netflix quickly developed 
into an online streaming 
service in 2007. However, 
what is now growing in 
popularity more than ever 
before are the Netflix original 
movies and TV shows. 

Netflix original shows 
like “Orange is the New 
Black,” “Stranger Things,” 
and the now cancelled 
“House of Cards” are among 
the most prestigious shows to 
be streamed only on Netflix, 
all scoring 78 percent or 
higher by critics on Rotten 
Tomatoes, according to 
Business Insider.

Netflix films have also 
been a topic of discussion in 
the entertainment industry. 
Since Netflix spent nearly $13 
million on creating original 
content in 2018, it’s fair to 
say it was bound to be a good 
year, according to Business 
Insider. 

The well-known Netflix 
original movie “Bird Box” 
starring Sandra Bullock 
took the Internet by storm 
when it was released in Dec. 
2018, being streamed over 
45 million times in just over 
a month. The movie was 
so popular that it sparked 
the slightly controversial 
“Bird Box Challenge” which 
prompted people to blindfold 
themselves and perform daily 
activities, much like what the 
characters in the film had to 
do.

The influence that just 
one Netflix original was able 
to have is a fair indicator of 

how successful the production 
of Netflix originals is and how 
much more powerful they can 
become.

At of the end of 
2017, Netflix had about 
52 million subscribers, 
compared to Hulu which had 
approximately 17 million. This 
can be partially contributed 
to the rising popularity of 
Netflix originals. 

But is Netflix growing so 
much that it will take over the 
film and television industry? 
On one hand, people are more 
likely to watch something on 
Netflix at home than go out to 
the movies where two tickets 
and popcorn can cost $40. On 
the other hand, people will 
also flood the theaters when 
a highly anticipated movie is 
released. 

Despite the experience 
and vibe that a movie 
theater is able to provide, 
more and more people are 

resorting to just staying in. 
In 2012, consumers spent 
$10.7 million in US theaters 
compared to $4.4 million on 
streaming services or other 
internet providers. In 2021, 
it is projected that consumers 
will spend a mere $12.2 
million in US theaters while 
simultaneously are projected 
to spend $18.8 million on 
streaming services, according 
to USA Today.

Clearly, online streaming 
is taking a huge stab at the 
cinema industry, but the 
question of whether Netflix 
alone is responsible for the 
theatrical revenue decline 
is shaky. Other streaming 
services, such as Hulu and 
Amazon Video, have much to 
do with the increase in online 
viewers. 

Out of all video 
streaming sites, Netflix 
certainly tops the field, but 
Hulu and Amazon Video 

have also produced their own 
original content that have 
attracted audiences. Hulu’s 
“A Handmaid’s Tale” and 
Amazon Video’s “Jack Ryan” 
have been quite popular 
shows that were original 
content for both the sites. 

In the vast scheme of 
the film industry, online 
streaming services, most 
prominently Netflix but 
others as well, have altered 
the way people receive 
entertainment. Online 
streaming is not a fad and 
will continue to grow. 

If movie cinemas want 
to remain relevant in the 
upcoming years while still 
making a profit, they will 
have to approach their 
audiences differently to get 
their attention back from 
streaming services. 
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Who’s Going Home with a Grammy? 
FDU Students (Think They) Know
By PATRICIA RESSELL-

DERAS
Staff Writer 

With the 61st Grammy 
Awards fast approaching 
on Sunday, Feb. 10, The 
Equinox conducted a survey 
of predictions of who is going 
home with a trophy. We asked 
11 freshmen, six sophomores, 
two juniors, four seniors and 
even one graduate student to 
predict who will win. Here 
are the results:
Song of the Year

The nominees for song 
of the year are: “All the 
Stars” - Kendrick Lamar & 
SZA; “Boo’d Up” - Ella Mai; 
“God’s Plan” - Drake; “In 
My Blood” - Shawn Mendes; 
“The Joke” - Brandi Carlile; 
“The Middle” - Zedd, Maren 
Morris & Grey; “Shallow” 
- Lady Gaga And Bradley 
Cooper; “This Is America” - 
Childish Gambino.

According to FDU 
students, the Grammy 
goes to … “God’s Plan.”

Drake’s hit single was 
released in mid-January 
of last year and has since 
dominated the charts. The 
Canadian rapper’s single 
streamed over 14 million 

times worldwide when it 
dropped and broke Apple 
Music’s first-day streaming 
record, according to Billboard. 
The single carried its rising 
momentum by leading the 
Billboard Hot 100 chart for 
11 weeks consecutively, only 
to be overthrown by another 
of Drake’s songs, “Nice for 
What.”
Record of the Year

The nominees for record 
of the year are: “I Like It” 
- Cardi B, Bad Bunny & J 
Balvin; “The Joke” - Brandi 
Carlile; “This Is America” - 
Childish Gambino; “God’s 
Plan” - Drake; “Shallow” 
- Lady Gaga And Bradley 
Cooper; “All The Stars” - 
Kendrick Lamar & SZA; 
“Rockstars” - Post Malone 
Ft. 21 Savage; “The Middle” - 
Zedd, Maren Morris & Grey.

According to FDU 
students, the Grammy 
Goes to… “This Is 
America.”

The viral hit single was 
composed by Donald Glover, 
whose stage name is Childish 
Gambino. Gambino and 
Ludwig Göransson produced 
the song back in May of last 
year. Both producers worked 
with recording engineers, 

Derek “MixedByAli” Ali, 
Mike Bozzi, Alex Tumay, 
Riley Mackin and Shaan 
Singh. The hit also features 
background vocals from 
famous American rappers 
such as Young Thug, Quavo, 
21 Savage, etc. This is 
Gambino’s 12th Grammy 
nomination and Göransson’s 
seventh nomination. 
Album of the Year

The nominees for album 
of the year are: “Invasion 
of Privacy” - Cardi B; “By 
The Way, I Forgive You” - 
Brandi Carlile; “Scorpion” 
- Drake; “H.E.R.” - H.E.R.; 
“Beerbongs & Bentleys” - Post 
Malone; “Dirty Computer” 
- Janelle Monáe; “Golden 
Hour” - Kacey Musgraves; 
“Black Panther: The Album, 
Music From And Inspired 
By” - Various Artists.

According to FDU 
students, the Grammy 
Goes to … “Black 
Panther.”

“Black Panther: The 
Album” contains 14 tracks 
from various artists with a 
run time of just under 50 
minutes. The soundtrack was 
produced by 12-time Grammy 
winner, Kendrick Lamar and 
three-time Grammy winner, 

Anthony “Top Dawg” Tiffith. 
The album features songs 
from a broad array of artists 
such as, SZA, Future, The 
Weeknd, Travis Scott and 
more. Among the tracks are 
two songs that have also 
been nominated for multiple 
Grammy awards. The single 
“All the Stars” is nominated 
for Song of the Year, Record 
of the Year, Best Rap/Sung 

Performance and Best Song 
Written for Visual Media. 
The single “King’s Dead” by 
Jay Rock, Kendrick Lamar, 
Future and James Blake, has 
been nominated for Best Rap 
Performance and Best Rap 
Song.

Tune into the Grammys 
on Sunday, Feb. 10 at 8 
P.M. to see if FDU students 
predicted the future!

By MADISON MARTINEZ
Staff Writer

“Kingdom Hearts” is a 
beloved video game fran-
chise that began with its first 
released game of the same 
name in 2002. People fell in 
love with the unlikely cross-
over of Disney and Final 
Fantasy characters, includ-
ing original characters Sora, 
Riku and Kairi, along with 
the heartwarming story and 
satisfying real time action 
gameplay. 

In 2005, creator Tetsuya 
Nomura released the third 
game. The second numbered 
game in the series, “Kingdom 
Hearts II,” which expanded 
on the gameplay with new 
forms and reaction com-
mands, built the series’ glory 
even higher. 

Since then, however, 
no numbered releases were 
announced, only more games 
that, while still good, made 
the story more convoluted 
and hyping up a finale. Fans 
were beginning to wonder 
when would the conclusion, 
the next numbered title, 

appear. 
Then, at E3 2013, the 

announcement dropped that 
“Kingdom Hearts III” was in 
development. Now, it is final-
ly here, and it is beautiful.

The story follows Sora, 
a cheerful boy and bearer of 
the Keyblade, and his two 
companions, the magician 
Donald and Captain Goofy, 
as they start their most im-
portant journey yet. Master 
Xehanort has put his plans 
at starting another Key-
blade War into motion and 
wants to destroy all worlds 
by releasing the force that is 
Kingdom Hearts. 

It is up to our heroes 
to regain their lost strength 
from Xehanort’s previous 
schemes and find the Seven 
Guardians of Light to combat 
Xehanort’s Thirteen Dark-
nesses in a Keyblade War, in 
hopes that light will prevail 
and darkness expires.

The game has Sora 
explore new Disney worlds 
from movies such as “Fro-
zen,” “Big Hero 6,” “Mon-
sters Inc,” and “Tangled,” as 
well as revisiting previous 

worlds like the original “Twi-
light Town” and “Olympus” 
from the movie “Heracles.” 
All of these have had major 
upgrades with its presenta-
tion. 

Once empty worlds are 
now teeming with non-player 
characters chattering away. 
In previous games, each sec-
tion had to be entered with 
a loading screen, the transi-
tions not only with crossing 
sections, but transitioning 
from cut-scenes are now 
seamless. This makes the 
presentation much smoother 
and helps the player become 
immersed in the game.

There are also many 
incentives to explore the 
worlds such as, collecting 
ingredients for Remy, aka 
“Little Chef,” completing 
missions for the Moogles, 
Final Fantasy characters 
that run the item shop, to 
gain items and recipes, and 
the all new feature of Lucky 
Emblems. Sora has a phone 
in this game and he can take 
pictures of hidden mickeys 
all over the worlds known as 
Lucky Emblems. If the player 

can get Sora’s selfie with 
these guys, he can obtain 
items and maybe a surprise, 
if you get them all.

The gameplay is also 
improved, still maintaining 
the core mechanics of real 
time action and magic spells, 
but also adding new options 
from previous games like the 
Focus Gauge and Links. 

There are also complete-
ly new gimmicks including 
team attacks, attraction 
flow, and Keyblade trans-
formations. Not only does it 
add a lot of pizazz into your 
gameplay, because scattering 
Heartless with a Pirate ship 
decked out in lights is awe-
some, but it also adds a lot of 
strategy into your gameplay.  

The Shooting Star Keyblade 
transforms into dual-pistols 
would be great for range, but 
the Toy Story Keyblade can 
transform into a hammer for 
massive damage in a large 
area. The combat can be a 
little overwhelming in the 
beginning, but the player 
will get a grasp of the new 
moves fairly easily and can 
then start creating their own 
combat style.

Overall, “Kingdom 
Hearts III” is a fun game to 
play, and will be what all 
the fans were hoping for. 
It’s absolutely wonderful to 
return to a series from your 
childhood but updated and 
evolved into something truly 
epic.

‘Kingdom Hearts III’ has Arrived for the Final 

Graphic by PATRICIA RESSELL-DERAS
Record of the Year as voted on by FDU students

Photo via Disney
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New Books This Week

The Alive Network, a novel
Best Self: Be You, Only Better

Chess for Dummies
J.K. Lasser’s Your Income Tax 2019

Innovation and Thought Leadership on Self-
Driving Driverless Cars
Linkedin for Dummies

Mastering Civility: A Manifesto for the 
Workplace

Mastering Ethereum: Building Smart Contracts 
and DApps

Professionalism in Health Care: A Primer for 
Career Success

The Red Address Book, a novel
Scholarships, Fellowships and Loans, 2019

Turning Point, a novel
Workplace Communications

The World Almanac and Book of Facts, 2019

New DVDs This Week

Colette 
The Predator 

Did you know…?  That we are here for you?
That a librarian can help you find the best 

information, and find it fast?
That your Giovatto librarians all have a 

master’s degree in librarianship and that some 
of them have additional advanced degrees?

That a reference librarian is always scheduled 
whenever the Library is open?

That you can chat with, or email, a Giovatto 
reference librarian through the Library web 

page?

Quiet Study – The Reference Reading Room                   
(upper level)

Group Study – The Ruth Schwartz 
Reading Room/Periodicals Department                                               

(ground level)

Quiet Group Study – The Periodicals Stacks                                      
(basement level)

Silent Study – Individual Rooms (3)                                                
(upper stacks)

Periodically Speaking: News from the Giovatto Library

KATHY STEIN-SMITH, PH.D, ASSOCIATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN AND DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES, GIOVATTO LIBRARY

GIOVATTO LIBRARY CONTACT 
INFORMATION

REFERENCE – EXT. 2100

CIRCULATION DESK – EXT. 2279

PERIODICALS – EXT. 2289

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE – EXT. 2278 WEB 
-- http://view2.fdu.edu/metropolitan-campus/

libraries/giovatto-library/

SPRING SEMESTER LIBRARY HOURS

MONDAY – THURSDAY -- 8 AM – 11 PM
EXTENDED STUDY HALL HOURS – 11 PM – 1 AM

FRIDAY -- 8 AM – 5 PM
SATURDAY – 10 AM – 6 PM
SUNDAY – 12 PM – 10 PM

EXTENDED STUDY HALL HOURS 10 PM – 1 AM
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By MADISON MARTINEZ
Staff Writer

The HERO campaign 
for designated drivers is a 
non-profit organization that 
collaborates with colleges, 
schools, bars, and other 
partners to raise awareness of 
the dangers of drunk driving 
and importance of having a 
designated driver ready for 
anytime they are necessary. 
According to the campaign’s 
About page, their goal is to 
“make having a designated 
driver be as automatic as 
wearing a seatbelt.”

On July 2, 2000, graduate 
of the Naval Academy John 
Elliot was driving home for 
his mother’s birthday when 
he was killed in a head-on 
collision with a drunk driver, 
who was already punished 
and released for a DUI once 
before. He still decided to 
make the same mistake and 
this time it was responsible 
for Elliot’s and his death. 

Elliot’s family created the 
HERO campaign in honor of 
his memory. The term HERO 
is from Elliot being named 
the outstanding Human 
Education Resource Officer 
(HERO) of his graduating 
class. In his role, John was a 
peer counselor for his fellow 
students, helping them 
with academic and personal 

issues. 
To help this cause, FDU 

partnered with the HERO 
campaign in 2013 and it is 
still operating today as an 
active and fulfilling club 
on campus. The Equinox 
interviewed with the club 
president, Haley Hassan. 
The passion of the club was 
apparent when speaking with 
her. 

When asked about 
Hassan’s favorite part of 
leading the club, she replied, 
“I feel that I give back to not 
only my community but – in 
a sense – to my loved ones I 
have lost due to substance 
abuse. I am a part of this 
organization in memory of 
them.” 

According to the Journal 
of Studies on Alcohol and 
Drugs, 1,825 college students 
between the ages of 18 and 
24 die from alcohol-related 
unintentional injuries, 
including motor-vehicle 
crashes. However, the people 
who die aren’t the only 
victims. Their family, friends, 
and loved ones all suffer 
through the accident, and the 
pain will never truly go away. 
Prevention is the best option.

Hassan gave a rundown 
of all the events the HERO 
campaign holds on campus 
including, “Lollanobooza,” 
“Drunk Goggle Piñata,” 

“HEROtini Mocktail 
Challenge,” and more. The 
club attempts to balance 
enjoyment with awareness, 
hoping to promote HERO 
campaign, “in a safe and 
educational environment,” 
according to Hassan.

One event coming up 
for the club is the “Consent 
is Sexy” event, which will 
be held on March  28, 
at 8:30P.M. in Wilson 
Auditorium. 

“The most important 
message that we voice to 
the students,” said Hassan, 
“is that everyone’s voice 
matters and needs to be 
heard.” 

It’s planned to be a 
learning experience that 
will be beneficial for all 
students. Hassan hopes 
that students who attend 
the event will, “feel more 
confident if they are put 
into certain situations they 
may not want to be in and 
learn that it’s okay to say 
no! Everyone’s voice needs 
to be heard and everyone 
matters.”

This campaign is 
beneficial for students 
to join who want to help 
the community and bring 
awareness to a pressing 
social issue. 

“The HERO Campaign 
is a rewarding organization 

to be a part of because you 
guide your peers on the 
importance of staying safe 
and making responsible 
choices!” Hassan said with 
excitement. 

If you wish to learn more 

information about the HERO 
campaign, email them at 
fduherocampaign@gmail.
com. 

HERO Campaign Encourages Safe Drinking



By JUSTIN RIMPI
Sports Editor

The Northeast           
Conference schedule is more 
than halfway finished and 
the FDU women’s basketball 
team finds itself clinging 
to eighth in the conference 
standings and the final spot 
in the conference tournament

The Knights are 6-14, 3-6 
in conference. There are 10 
teams in the NEC, and the top 
eight teams in the conference 
qualify for the tournament. 
The Knights are tied with 
Central Connecticut, who is 
also 3-6 in the conference. 

At the time of publication, 
the NEC standings are as 
follows:

1. Robert Morris (9-0)
2. St. Francis (BK) (6-3)
3. Sacred Heart (6-3)
4. St. Francis (PA) (6-3)
5. Mt. St. Mary’s (4-5)
6. Bryant (4-5)
7. Wagner (4-5)
8. Fairleigh Dickinson           

 (3-6)
9. Central Connecticut  

 (3-6)
10. LIU Brooklyn (0-10)

 
In the next two weeks, 

as the Knights hit the 
homestretch of the season, 
they find themselves on the 
road for three out of these 
four games as they attempt 

to improve their conference 
standings:

Sat. Feb. 9 @St. Francis  
 (BKN)
Mon. Feb. 11 @Sacred  
 Heart
Sat. Feb. 16 vs. St. Francis 
 (PA)
Mon. Feb. 18 @Bryant

Currently in his 12th 
season as the head coach of 
the Knights, Peter Cinella is 
looking for consistency from 
his team which is something 
they have struggled with all 
throughout the season.

For example, in the 
Knights 63-43 loss at home 
against Robert Morris on Feb. 
2, the team was outscored 
23-9 in the first quarter. 
During the remaining three 
quarters the Knights were 
only outscored by a total of 
six points.

“We must find a way to 
play consistently for all four 
quarters. Most games we 
play, we outplay a team for 
three quarters but we have 
one quarter that puts us in 
a hole,” head coach Peter 
Cinella told The Equinox. 

Junior forward Lauren 
Francillon is the only Knight 
scoring in double figures on 
the season. She is averaging 
10.5 points per game, 10th 
overall during conference 
play. Francillon is also 

averaging 8.9 rebounds, 
third best in the conference.

Senior guard Natalie 
Zamora is averaging 
2.2 steals, third best in 
conference play.

The Knights are allowing 
the third lowest three-
point percentage during 
conference play, 31 percent 
to go along with also being 
third in the NEC in defensive 
rebounds per game, 25.1. The 
Knights are also averaging 
3.8 blocked shots per game, 
which is the third best mark 
in the Northeast Conference.

“Many teams have a 
returning all-conference 
player that they can go to in 

these situations. We do not. 
We have to rely on teamwork 
and multiple players stepping 
up when we need a key hoop 
or stop,” said Cinella. 

The NEC tournament 
begins March 11 and 
concludes March 17.

By ANTHONY COVINO
Sports Writer

 
The FDU men’s 

basketball team is second in 
the Northeast Conference 
standings and riding a five-
game winning streak to break 
even overall with a 11-11 and 
6-4 record in the NEC. 

The winning streak 
started with an 87-69 win over 
Mount St. Mary’s (MD). The 
Knights’ second consecutive 
win was a 60-58 win over 
St. Francis Brooklyn. The 
Knights’ third straight was a 
78-63 win over Bryant. The 
fourth was an 80-77 win over 
LIU Brooklyn, which was 
broadcasted on ESPNU. The 
Knights’ fifth straight win 
was a 97-94 double-overtime 
win over first-place Robert 
Morris Saturday at home.

“The team is together, 
on the same page, we just 
need to take every game one 
step at a time,” said head 
coach Greg Herenda. “I just 
love the players and how 
they are responding to the 
competition, the coaching 
and the culture.”

Five Knights are 
averaging at least 10 or more 
points a game. The Knights’ 
leading scorer is senior 
guard Darnell Edge with an 
average of 16.3 points per 
game (PPG). Sophomore 
guard Jahlil Jenkins averages 
13.3 PPG. Sophomore guard 
Xzavier Malone-Key averages 
12.7 PPG. Senior forward 
Mike Holloway Jr. averages 
11.2 PPG. Junior forward 
Kaleb Bishop averages 10.3 
PPG. 

Sophomore forward 
Elyjah Williams also averages 
7.8 PPG.

The next two weeks 
for the Knights are crucial 
to their season and the 
conference standings. The 
Knights will look to extend 
their winning streak when 
they take on Sacred Heart on 
Thursday, Feb. 7 at 6pm.

Next, they will play 
St. Francis Brooklyn on 
Saturday, Feb. 9 at 4 P.M. 

Lastly, they will play Saint 
Francis on Thursday, Feb. 14 
at 6 P.M. which is “Love and 
Basketball Night” and this 
game will be broadcasted on 

CBS Sports Network.
 The Knights must win 

all three of these games to 
keep their place in the NEC 
standings and to keep the 
winning streak going, leading 
up to the end of the season. 

The confidence they have 

during this winning streak 
is remarkable and the team 
chemistry is at the highest 
it has been. If the winning 
streak continues, this team 
will be the best team in the 
conference and the most 
talented team going into the 

NEC Tournament, which 
begins March 6 at the top four 
regular- season finishers.

Follow Anthony on 
Twitter @Anthony Covino 27
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For Men’s Hoops, Next Two Weeks are Vital for the Postseason 

ANTHONY COVINO
Xzavier Malone-Key is averaging 12.7 points per game.

FDU Women’s Basketball in Midst of Crucial Stretch

ESPNU Led 
to the Largest 
Crowd of 
Season

The Knights hosted the 
LIU Blackbirds Jan. 31. 
The game was nationally 
televised on ESPNU. The 
crowd at the Rothman 
Center had a season-high 
990 fans that helped cheer 
the Knights on to a crucial 
NEC win 80-77. 

Photo courtesy of Student Life

Senior guard Natalie Zamora 
is averaging eight points per 
game

Photograph by ANTHONY COVINO
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By JUSTIN RIMPI
Sports Editor

The RHA hosted its 
annual Super Bowl watch 
party in the lobby of 
Northpointe. This is the third 
time I have gone to this event.

This season, as has 
been the case for the last 
three Super Bowls, the New 
England Patriots were the 
representative from the AFC. 

The composition of fans 
was substantially pro-Rams. 
Whatever the reason may 
be, the student body of FDU 
is anti-Patriots, and that was 
exemplified by the cheering 
that took place all throughout 
Super Bowl LIII. 

Even harmless positive 
plays by the Rams were 
cheered vociferously while 
any positive play by the 
Patriots was met essentially 
with crickets every single 
time. 

In my estimation, I only 
could positively identify one 
individual in Northpointe 
that definitely rooted for the 
Patriots in this game.

This meant I was only the 

second person at Northpointe 
that would have liked to 
see the Patriots victorious 
in this Super Bowl. I am a 
lifelong New York Giants fan 
and I have no hatred for the 
Patriots whatsoever.

 Instead, I have immense 
respect for the dynastic run 
in which Tom Brady and Bill 
Belichick have been on for the 
better part of two decades. 
I wanted to see the Patriots 
be victorious because I enjoy 
seeing greatness, and that is 
what the Patriots habitually 
exhibit.

In football, or even in 
life, one must be able to 
appreciate great talent in any 
particular field. The fact of 
the matter is that one day in 
the near future, Belichick and 
Brady will retire and we will 
never see such a sustained 
period of success in the 
National Football League 
again. I do not want to regret 
rooting against greatness. I 
would be kicking myself for 
doing so for years to come.

 The Northpointe 
watch party fans were 
cheering loudly for the Rams 

on each offensive drive 
hoping to see them score any 
points and, with the Rams 
trailing by seven, see them 
ultimately tie up the Super 
Bowl. The biggest cheer of the 
night came when Jared Goff 
uncorked a deep ball down 
the field to wide receiver 
Brandin Cooks late in the 
third quarter.

Ultimately, the ball fell 
incomplete after the ball was 
knocked down by a sprinting 

Jason McCourty who 
had   to make 
up substantial ground to 
compensate for the Patriots’ 
blown coverage. 

The air was completely 
taken out of Northpointe 
when Jared Goff threw an 
interception to Patriots’ 
cornerback Stephon Gilmore 
with just over four minutes 
remaining in what was mostly 
an underwhelming football 
game. 

The rest of the game was 
just a formality as the Patriots 
were able to win their sixth 
Super Bowl by a score of 13-3.

Only a select few 
individuals, including 
myself, left Northpointe on 
Super Bowl Sunday satisfied 
with the result. Some of the 
sentiments uttered following 
the game were that many 
students were in complete 
and utter shock that the 
Patriots won another Super 
Bowl and that the NFL was 
rigged because the Patriots 
always seemingly find a way 
to win the Super Bowl.

I disagree with this 
sentiment because the 
Patriots are now six-time 
Super Bowl champions due to 
their impeccable attention to 
detail, and when you are the 
best in your field you get the 
lucky bounces to go your way.

When you are prepared 
for everything that could 
ever come your way, nothing 
is unexpected, and that, in a 
nutshell, is why I believe the 
Patriots are champions once 
again.

 

A Win for Patriots in Enemy Territory, Loss for FDU

PATRICIA RESSELL-DERAS
Students at the RHA Super Bowl watch party

FDU Celebrates 
Black History Month

From left to right: Gerell Johnson, freshman; Ray White, senior; Steffan Tucker, sophomore; Raymond 
Severin, senior; Marques Adams, senior; Childerick Barthelus, assistant dean.

  These students gather to play a game of dominoes.

From left to right: Mary Besong, senior; Faith Adelufosi, junior; Merveille Avinou, sophmore; Bisola 

Adeniyi, sophomore.

“I love Black History Month because it makes me feel powerful, celebrating provides an 
opportunity to highlight the best of black history and the culture.” - Bisola Adeniyi

From left to right: Dante Phillips, grad student; Kyle Coleman, 
junior; Kaleb Bishop, junior; Mauric, senior.

“It is imperative that we all give thanks and praise to those who 
paved the way for us to have the opportunities we have. It is espe-
cially important now more than ever that we embrace, cherish, and 
honor brave African American heroes while we still fight for equality 
today. Black History Month is just one month to highlight and feel 
proud, but truthfully I feel proud to be a black every day!” - Dante 
Phillips, grad student

All photos and quotes courtesy of 
Patricia Ressell-Deras

Shawn D. Ajavon, senior 

“Walking in the excellence of African Americans that paved 
the way for us.” - Shawn D Ajavon, senior, Alpha Phi Alpha.
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